To all of my friends that helped celebrate the life of my dad Carl Eugene Jones:





I recall the many times that I have tried to comfort friends who had lost love ones, never knowing exactly what to say and always feeling inadequate in the effort.  I soon realized, from the counsel of my mother, that it doesn’t really matter what you do or say, what is important is that you do something, anything!  The recipient, (in this case me) will never forget your kindness.





With that said, I owe a debt of gratitude to each or you that helped us celebrate the life of my father.  Offerings of prayer for dad before he died and for his family after he was in heaven; visits by friends and colleagues; thoughts and telephone calls; for the 451 that signed the register at the church and waited so patiently in the never ending line; the sea of flowers; and enough food to feed a Navy; all made this very difficult time so much easier to get through.





My mother Dee, my sister Karen, my son Brian, Emily and I want to sincerely thank you for all that you have done and for all that you mean to us.





Cleston Eugene Jones





The following summary was included in Dad’s eulogy:


�
WOW!  What a Dad!





	1.  First, dad was a Christian and loved God more than any man I know.  He put Christ first in his and his family's life. Always! He was a man of principle.  Once he decided what was right in Gods view then that was it.


	2.  He loved his family.  Dee was his life time mate and best friend.  He took great pride in his children and grandchildren.  His mother, brothers and sisters were of utmost priority.  He looked forward for months to family reunions or just a get together with one or two siblings at the home place.  


	3.  Dad was extremely proud of his involvement supporting his country in WWII.  We never saw, in a movie or TV show, a Higgins boat without him saying "that is what I drove in the Navy."  Dad had searched, found and visited his closet shipmates that he had served with.  Dad received several medals for his role in the military.  The last one, Medal of The Jubilee of Liberty was presented last week September 16, 2002 by Congressman Zack Wamp.  


	4. Lastly, dad was the epitome of what Tom Brokaw coined "The Greatest Generation": born after the First World War, worked through the Great Depression, decorated for helping their country defeat the Axis threat to the world, returning to raise families and build the greatest country the world has know.





Wow!  What a dad.  


